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Our Purpose:   
Knowing, Loving, and 

Serving God and Others 

in Unity 

 
          

                 PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
 

  
 

I am very grateful to be serving the congregation and community 
at Davidsonville. My main goal for the next few months will be to 

build relationships with the folks in our congregation, with the 
families of CCDC, and with the business and organizations in the 
greater community.  

Thankfully, Blair and Joann Smith introduced me to the Rotary 
Club of South Anne Arundel County. Attending the local Rotary 

meetings allows me to meet other leaders in the region to 
exchange ideas and work toward creating lasting change in both 

our local and global neighborhoods. I am interested in attending 
other community activities with DUMC members, so that I can 

come to know the community through the people who live and 

work here. I look forward to your invitations for further 
connections. 

The new director of CCDC, Marilyn Lindskold, and I are excited 
about our future projects that will connect the congregation and 

the families of the center. Watch for announcements in the 
bulletin and through email. Chapel times with the children open 

me to divine truths from the hearts of the children, even as I strive 
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to teach them about Jesus. 

I have already met many DUMC folks by worshipping together, by working together at committee 

meetings, and by sharing meals together in people's homes. I am enjoying listening to each of your 
personal stories and discovering what is most vital about the church. 

As I reach out to the people in and around Davidsonville, I imagine Jesus saying, "I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly." (John 10:10) 

Life anchored in God's love, filled with Christ's peace, and inspired by the Spirit, is the life I yearn to share 
with our neighbors. Whether it is the Pokémon GO Gym located near the front steps of our church or my 
personal visits that bring us into contact, it is the abundant life that can be shared. 

I pray that I may lead you well so that we may fulfill our mission of "Knowing, Loving, and Serving God 
and Others in Unity." 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wendy 

 

The Women’s Daytime Bible Study is Moving!! 

We’re bigger, we’re brighter, we’re bolder, and we’ve outgrown our cozy room in the Annex. 

We’re moving back to the Parlor this Fall (or the Library as some call it), and we’d love to have you join us as 

we study the amazing Word of God together. We’ll meet at 9:30-11:45 a.m. on Wednesday mornings 

beginning  7 September. Please call Carol Chell at 410-956-5586 for more information. Come to learn; 

come to share; come to fellowship; come to grow. 

No experience necessary! Hope to see you there.  
 

 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is 

hosting the annual DUMC picnic on 

Saturday, 20 August at 2 p.m. SPRC will 

provide hamburgers and hot dogs, 

condiments and drinks. Here are the 

potluck dish requests: Last names that 

begin with A-H-Appetizers; I-P-Side Dish; 

Q-Z-Desserts.  

Join us at the Johnson’s historic home for 

fellowship, swimming, fun and good eats!  

The address is 784 Mayo Road, 

Edgewater, MD  21037.  Please call the 

church at 410-798-5511 for more 

information or visit the website at 

www.dumc.net. 

http://www.dumc.net/
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FROM SPRC 

 

SPRC is required to share the information below from the UMC Book of Discipline: 

1.  As of the effective date of a new appointment, a pastor shall immediately cease all pastoral 

counseling and pastoral visitation with members or member families in the previous appointment.  

Since appointments are generally announced several weeks in advance, each pastor has adequate time 

in which to affect closure and make appropriate referral to another for the pastoral care of members. 

2.  Pastors shall have a clear understanding with former congregations that they will not return to 

officiate at baptisms, weddings, and funerals; or do pastoral counseling or participate in such duties 

when invited by members of a former pastor.  Declining all such invitations is the responsibility of the 

previous pastor.  The present pastor, at his or her discretion, may invite the previous pastor to return 

for pastoral functions.  However, the present pastor should never be under any pressure to invite the 

previous pastor.   

3.  Several weeks prior to concluding a pastoral appointment, a pastor shall inform all members of the 

church of this policy by printing sections 1 and 2 verbatim in either a pastoral letter to be sent to each 

member or a church newsletter to be sent to each member and encourage them to support the policy by 

their prayers and actions.  

God Bless, 

SPRC 

 

 

 

Send your prayer requests to prayerchain@dumc.net 

Family of Betty Mobra        Graham Foley              Carol Pressey              

Betty Beatty                          Joan Schulz                  Don Gibbin          Barbara Whittington 
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Meet Pastor Wendy 

 

 Rev. Wendy van Vliet came to DUMC from the 
two-point charge of Severn UMC and Delmont 

UMC in Severn, MD. She graduated from 
Wesley Theological Seminary with a Masters of 
Divinity in 2011. She also holds an 

Interdisciplinary Arts Degree from the University 
of Baltimore and a degree from Ryerson 

University in Toronto Ontario Canada in 
Business Administration with a focus in 

Computerized Business Information Systems. 
 
 Pastor Wendy is inspired when the Holy Spirit 

works through her to ignite Christ’s light in 
someone else. 

 
 

 

She is fulfilled when folks discover their spiritual gifts and radiate, as they grow into their God given 
potential. Her goal is to have people see where the Spirit is working in themselves, in their congregation, 
and in their community, so that they can come together as a beacon of hope, drawing others into God’s 

real and eternal life.  

Pastor  Wendy is looking forward to learning about the Davidsonville district because she believes that the 

congregation can bring transformation to the community as they work with the people and organizations 
in their neighborhood, to meet the needs of the people and share God’s love. She is pleased that 

Davidsonville is in Anne Arundel County so that she can continue to serve on the County Executive’s 
Clergy Advisory Board. 

 Pastor Wendy has been married to her husband, Frank, for 35 years. She has three grown and married 

children and four grandchildren. Her fifth grandchild is due shortly after she begins to serve with the 
people of DUMC 

. 

  

We installed our new Pastor, Rev. Wendy van 

Vliet, on Sunday 10 July with a formal rite 
during worship and a grand gathering afterwards. 
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Great news!   CCDC has a wonderful new director, Marilyn 

Lindskold. Marilyn received her Bachelor Degree in Accounting in 
the Philippines and was accredited here by The American Associate 

of Collegiate Registrar and Admission Officers. She has her 90 hour 
Early Childhood Education Certificate and her 45 hour School Age 

Certificate. Before coming to CrossRoads, she was an Assistant 
Director and Director for another center. She loves children and has 

worked with them for the past 11 years. She is presently teaching in 

our Pre-Kindergarten classroom and was the center’s Supervising 
Teacher assisting our past Director, Joanna Durbin.  Marilyn has 

two children of her own --  one of which is a CCDC graduate. 
Music, photography, and crafting are a few of the many talents she 

brings CrossRoads. Patricia Sellman, who also teaches at CCDC 
and is a wonderful asset to the center, will be Marilyn’s Assistant 

Director. Please be one of the first to welcome them to our DUMC 
family.  

Speaking of CCDC and DUMC, Pastor Wendy and Marilyn are hard at work planning ways that the 
children, their parents and the church can work together in new and exciting ways. This is an opportunity 

to make a difference in a young child’s Christian experience. Here are a few ways you may want to think 
about helping: 

1.    Reading to a class once a month 
2.    Being a second pair of adult hands for art projects 
3.    Helping with music time 

4.    Just being present 
 

One of the projects that is underway bridging CCDC and the church is the Outreach Backpack Project for 
South County. Social Needs and Outreach will be collecting back to school materials for children in need. 

CCDC parents are being encouraged to have their children help shop for things to fill the backpacks. What 
a great way for sharing gifts of materials with the added bonus of learning how to give out of love to 
children they may never know.  

30 November will be a big night for CCDC. We will be having an old fashioned Carol Sing followed by a 
light supper. Each child and family will leave with a song in their heart, a warm full belly, and an Advent 

project to prepare them for the coming of baby Jesus. 
Here’s an UP for you -- Build Up. We have a chance to make the church visible to the children and 

parents of CCDC. We can build a relationship of love from our family to theirs. We need everyone. Please 
don’t wait. Thinking of ways to make us closer? Let the board know or call the church. 
 

All for now -- Happy Summer. 
 

Submitted by:  Barbara Moore 
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Education 

 
 
Here is the exciting line up of Sunday School classes that will be offered after the 9 a.m. service, and they 

will run from 10:15 – 10:55 a.m. 
 

 Pre-K thru 1st grade --    first room on right after bathrooms 

 2nd thru 5th grade     -- second door on right and room will be divided 

 Middle School    --  upstairs behind sanctuary 

 High School     -- upstairs, down the hall on the left 

 Women's Bible --     Annex, downstairs 

 Christian Relationship --    Parlor  
 

Also, there is an in depth Women's Bible study starting on Wednesday, 7 September at 9:30 a.m. until 
11:45 a.m. in the Parlor.  All are welcome, and you can bring a friend. 

 
Lee Matousek may teach some additional classes either or Sunday or one evening at church, but this has 
not been finalized. 

 

We Need Additional Help 
 

The reason for the extra help is that two adults are required in our classes to comply with Safe Sanctuary 
Policies.  I will be asking most of you to volunteer at least occasionally to help cover classes and the 

nursery this year. 
 

Paid Help in Nursery Beginning in September 
 

If you know of anyone that is good with kids and 

would like to earn an extra $60 a week for 
working in the nursery and teaching the Pre-K 
thru 1st grade Sunday School class, please 

contact me at 410-798-6901, email me at 
mathtutor5@verizon.net, or call the Church 

Office at 410-798-5511.  The hours are from 8:45 
a.m. to at most 12:15 p.m. It’s a great job for a 

commuting college student or a retired person 
who wants to earn a little extra cash. 

 
 

Submitted by: Debby Wasson 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sunday+school+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=0A5854735887C5D07FF3BE1C86232F209632A9CE&selectedIndex=7&ccid=zPh28s89&simid=607993930839820828&thid=OIP.Mccf876f2cf3d6d0bd926f1a8a0a5c567o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=nursery+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=6F40DD1D2FFDED590176E56A054810172D0BD0EE&selectedIndex=13&ccid=XtgU2UdC&simid=608005716226475239&thid=OIP.M5ed814d94742bd3547f194367df64d0co0
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DUMC's Annual Peach Festival is Saturday, 13 August from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  The theme ingredient for 
this festival is, of course, the peach.  This is the time to pick up our famous peach pies.  Quantities are 

limited and are sold on a first come, first served basis. The pies are made and picked up the day of the 
festival.  Our festival features many items offered by our bakers and crafters.  Some of the featured foods 
are hot dogs, brats, hamburgers, and French fries.  The famous Tongues of Fire BBQ team offerings can 

include ribs, pulled pork, and BBQ chicken among other goodies.  A smoothie stand, water and soft-
drinks are always available.  Special musical artists will perform. 

 
Join us for a day a fun and fellowship.   

 
All members of our DUMC family are encouraged to help out with this event. Please see information on 
dates below.  We need everyone to make this a successful festival. 
  

 
 

Calling All Members of 

DUMC-- Young, Mature, 

Seasoned and New! 

 
 
Let's make this Peach Festival a huge success! 
Please email or call Dot Wood if you can come out and help. 

12 August - Pie Making Day - 7:00 a.m. until finished 

13 August - Festival Day 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

   
 Please consider as much help as you can give to our church. 

 
Thank you. 

Dot Wood 
dorothymwood6@gmail.com 

(443-458-3677)  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=peach+festival&view=detailv2&&id=E8D610A5D0D36034E7F1432C3FD2A0C6A0495468&selectedIndex=0&ccid=cT87mYYi&simid=608016792950735548&thid=OIP.M713f3b998622593b928983549bd884d8o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=peach+festival&view=detailv2&&id=C68A3E971037E275201A45D6F4334A5AB1126598&selectedIndex=1&ccid=BD0fjjvf&simid=607986779723792924&thid=OIP.M043d1f8e3bdfd8d63f24498ec0da36e5o0
mailto:dorothymwood6@gmail.com
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Music Report 
 

 
Theater has been the focus of the music ministry since the last newsletter.  On 29 June, our congregation 

was blessed with a performance of Stephen Schwartz’s musical, Children of Eden. 

The play began with the first chapters of Genesis by recounting the tale of Adam and Eve, and Cain and 
Abel and concluded with the story of Noah and the flood. 
 
This delightful musical was presented by the Agape Youth Singers who hail from the Memorial Drive 

United Methodist Church of Houston, TX.  MDUMC is a congregation of 7500!   

 

 
 

 
Tour T-shirts                                       Last minute instructions 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=children+of+eden+musical&view=detailv2&&id=494A56064BD9F5097058FE333C7FA7687FD0832B&selectedIndex=3&ccid=PKW1JD8q&simid=608045251336995496&thid=OIP.M3ca5b5243f2a6f5fd292eba2c8778fc5o0
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From 11 – 15 July, DUMC hosted its 10th annual Theater Camp.  This year we had 20 campers 

performing an original musical, Bad Blood, or Why Can’t We All Just Get Along? written by professional 

actor Jackie Madejski (who also happens to be my niece). The campers transformed from timid inquisitive 

students into vibrant werewolves and vampires. The characters were wild, but the core message of can't we 

all get along? is so relevant in this day and age. 

  
We raised over $2,800 for the church.  A great time was had by all!   

 
In addition, our organist, Hugh Brodsky, 
presented a captivating historical music program 

-- A Celebration of Afro-American Music.  

 
Many different genres of music were covered 
including gospel, Ragtime, and jazz. 

 
It truly was a one-man show that was both 

entertaining and informative, and Hugh even did 
the splits after performing a James Brown tune.   
 

Hugh repeated his show at Union Memorial a 
few weeks later.  

 

  

 

Submitted by: Bob Waddell 
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Social Needs and Outreach 
 

 
 

Social Needs and Outreach is involved in several projects this summer.  Our Red Cross blood drive was 
quite successful with 40 units given. This is a nice outreach to our community as most donors are not from 

DUMC, and we provide them with a convenient place to donate.  
 

 
 
We are excited about the summer breakfast club program which is based out of Mt. Zion and serves 

breakfast five days a week to children in two mobile home parks in South County.  Social Needs has made 
a financial commitment, and several of us are packing and/or delivering breakfast bags each week. Pastor 
Wendy pitched right in and helped us her first week here! Many thanks to those of you who donated 

books for the children. We are looking forward to helping them find a suitable book for their summer 
reading. 

The return to school is rapidly approaching, and that brings up school supplies. As parents know, the list 
can be extensive and expensive, so for several years, Social Needs has bought backpacks and teacher 

requested school supplies for needy children in South County. If anyone would like to donate financially, 
we will be happy to take your donation. We will be delivering the filled backpacks to the school the week 

of 8 – 12 August. 

Don't forget the annual Church Yard Sale is coming up on 8 October.  Time to clean out those storage 

areas!  We will be receiving your gently used donations beginning the week of 3 October. More on this 
later. 

If anyone wishes to become involved in the work of our committee, please contact me. We'd welcome 

you. 
 
Submitted by:  Vonda Vales 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=social+needs+and+outreach&view=detailv2&&id=BF685E4D163AF1CDF4EE6AB30257D4C8663C48B3&selectedIndex=26&ccid=QukJ2BLR&simid=608012824399905837&thid=OIP.M42e909d812d19ab3eb19f57c53070d7ao0
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Youth Mission Trip 2016 
 

As usual this year was another rewarding mission trip. Six adult chaperones alongside six DUMC youth 

volunteers headed to Scott’s Run in West Virginia, where they had the pleasure of assisting the trailers of 
three families. Among some of the jobs accomplished were rebuilding two decks, installing a window, and 
designing and recreating a floor- to-ceiling shelf. 

Adult volunteers Bill King, Ed Hall, Steve Arslanian, and Steve Iannicelli worked side by side on site with 
youth volunteers Jodee Niemann, Allison Arslanian, Kyle Coogan, Arielle Hall, Bianca Iannicelli and 

Logan Masters for five days and came home to the Scott’s Run Center to a lovely meal prepared by Bev 
King and Cindy Borchelt and a devotional led by Cindy. 

It was a long week filled with hard work, but it was a valuable week of mission and unity. The youth 
could not have asked for a better group, and it is a memory and experience they will cherish forever and 
can only hope they had impacted the families the way that the families impacted them.  

 
Submitted by: Arielle Hall 
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Bench Duty in Green Cathedral 
7 and 14 August - Education 

4 and 11 Sept. --Council 
18 and 25 Sept. - Green Cathedral   
               

Coffee Hour Host 
August - Education 
September – Finance 
October – Social Needs and Outreach  
                     And Evangelism 
November – Worship 
December – Evangelism 
 

              

Connie’s Corner 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
I recently attended the baptism of my then 
youngest grandchild at the Air Force Base 

Catholic Church in Honolulu on Easter Sunday.  
This church family, rather than celebrating the 

Holy Baptism with individual children during  
the regular service, celebrates the baptism with a 

number of families after the service.  What an 
amazing blessing to be able to participate in  
such a happy celebration on Easter Sunday!  

I wanted to share the focus of the Priest’s 
message with you; noting, of course, that we had 

already had the traditional Easter message during 
the earlier service. 

He began with the words, “How can you 
compare baptism with the Wizard of Oz?”  I  
immediately knew where this was going!  Well, 

he kept these parents and families (but not this 
Nana) in suspense for a little while before he 

explained that we were putting these little 

children on the yellow brick road with Father 

God’s blessing.  As they follow their yellow brick 
road, these young people will grow to adulthood 

having happy times and sad times -- meeting 
danger, and making lifetime friends. 
 

 

And all the while, where are they going?  

HOME!!!  What a comfort to know that at the 
end of our yellow brick road is the home with 
many rooms that Father God has prepared for 

us, and to care for us as we travel, He has given 
us our own Lion, Tin Man and Scarecrow! 

 
God Bless, 

   
Connie    
  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Stairway+to+Heaven+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=B2AE5F426414A3684172769EDDEE8253358F5DA8&selectedIndex=24&ccid=Gi/HoKUo&simid=608028994955053213&thid=OIP.M1a2fc7a0a528e73a1f14ec11a74d4cc8o0
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Strawberry Festival  
By: Debby Wasson                                        

 

  

 
 

 

We had beautiful weather, and everyone sold 
out of all their items. We could not have asked 

for more after such a rainy May.  I would like 
to thank all the adults and kids that helped 

pick berries that week, especially the ones on 
the last two days for the pies and fresh berries 
we had to sell.  I especially appreciated having 

help on both Thursday and Friday night, plus 
my Saturday crew making pies and setting up.  

I would like to give extra special thanks to 
those that headed up certain areas:  Dot Wood 

for coordinating the bake table and convincing 
me to sell all the pies in the fellowship hall, 
Cyndy Doney for doing a great job running 

the strawberry shortcake table, Marilyn and 
Jim Fate for organizing all the crafters and 

having that run so smoothly, and lastly, Dave 
Schwenker for organizing the parking area and 

keeping the cars moving! 
I would like to thank all that worked this year 
for working together so nicely and helping one 

another with no questions asked – only smiles. 
May we continue in this spirit! 

 
 
 

 

In Memoriam: Betty Mobra 
1936 - 2016 
 

 

Betty Carolyn Mobra, age 79, of Gambrills, left this life on 11 

July 2016 after a long illness. 

A wife, loving mother, grandmother, and devoted friend, Betty 

was a member and volunteer at DUMC.  She was known for her 

friendly personality and her positive outlook on life. She was 

strong and courageous and enjoyed spending time with friends 

and family. 

Betty was a long-time resident of Tulsa, OK, and upon her 

retirement, she moved to Maryland to be closer to family.  Betty 

enjoyed reading, gardening, and playing bridge with her friends. 

She is survived by daughter Carrie and Kevin Williams of 

Gambrills, daughter Jean Ann and Jim Kiker of The Woodlands, 

Texas, and three grandsons, Joseph, Joshua and Jacob Williams. 
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 Happy Birthday To You! 

 

August 

 
1   Patricia Cain 
3   Jamie Hopkins 

3   Justin Wood 
5   Austin Fowler 

8   Sharon Bence 

9   Betty Beatty 
15 Linda McCarthy 

15 Jim Fate 
23 James Miller 

25  Arielle Hall 
25  Diane Sprecher 
25  Alden Sweet 

28 Maggi Adey 

31  Janet Long 

31  Maynard Wratchford 
  

September 

 
1  Marilyn Fate 

5   Allison Arslanian 

5   Kristin Varnery-Maslar 
6  Don Gibbin 

7   Greg Scruggs 
9   Delma Miller 

11 Kevin Doney 
13  Steve Alexander 
13   Lynda Hall 

16   Lauren King -Fiesler 

17  John Campbell 

17   Dot Wood 
19 Cyndy Doney 
19   Sharon Loss 

19   Mary Snyder 
20   Amanda Nicole Sparks 

22   Ed Hopkins 

23   Barbara O’Donnell 

25  Mo Hawk 
27 Dewey Jordan 
28 Susan Kidwell 

28 Dani Matousek 
29 Luke Borchelt 

29 Pam Matousek 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Anniversaries 
August 

 
7     Frank and Sue Wood 

8     Joe and Barbara Emert 

10   Chuck and Tricia Moeslein 

16   Rev. Davis and Esther Peck 
19  Tim and Susan Hopkins 
26  Maynard and Cindy Wratchford 

27  Bill and Delma Miller 
28   Kenneth and Danielle Baird 

28  William and Mary Snyder 
 

September 

 
2    Damon and Rhonda Ostis 

5    Don and Robin Gibbin 
6    Randy and Marie Simpson 
10  Scott and Beverly Swaim-Staley 

18  Jimmy an Wendy Travis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Wendy’s sermons are posted to YouTube Channel 

PastorVanVliet 
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Important August Dates 
1 August – UMW making fabric toppers for 
peach jam - 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

2 August – Youth Council – 6:30 p.m. 
(Annex) 

4 August – No Praise Band Practice 

8 August – Trustees – 6:30 p.m. (Annex) 

8 August – SPRC – 7 p.m. (Parlor) 

10 August – CCDC – 6:30 p.m. (Annex) 

12 August – UMW pie making at 7 a.m. - 
finished 

13 August -- Peach Festival -11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

15 August – Finance – 6:45 p.m. (Annex) 

20 August – DUMC Picnic - 2 p.m. 

24 August – UMW to Sight and Sound 
Backpacks 

 

Important September 

Dates 
5 September – Office Closed – Labor Day 

6 September – Youth Council – 6:30 p.m. 
(Annex) 

7 September – Women’s Bible Study begins 
every Wednesday – 9:30 a.m. (Parlor) 

11 September – Sunday School begins 

12 September – Trustees – 6:30 p.m. (Annex) 

12 September – SPRC – 7 p.m. (Parlor) 

14 September – CCDC – 6:30 p.m. (Annex) 

19 September – Finance – 6:45 p.m. 

19 September – Council – 7:30 p.m. (Parlor) 

20 September – Worship – 7:30 p.m. 

24 September—Tongues of Fire BBQ Sale, 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

Important October 

Dates 
 
8 October -- DUMC Yard Sale 

15 October -- Charge Conference at DUMC – 
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Davidsonville United Methodist 

Church 
P.O. Box 370  

819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville Maryland 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511, Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Wendy van Vliet 

pastorwendy@dumc.net 

Cell: 410-707-5530 

 

Chairman Church Council: Chuck Sparks  

  

Lamplighter Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 

 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

 

The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December. 

 

Submission of material for The Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:pastorwendy@dumc.net
mailto:caroline@ddminsurance.com
http://www.dumc.net/

